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April 10, 2019
Meeting was called to order by 1st Vice Cdr. Antonio Gaspar at 3:35pm, with 22 legionnaires, auxiliary   and guests present.
Salute to the flag, opening prayer, POW/MIA opening ceremony, Pledge of Allegiance, American Legion Preamble and singing of America the Beautiful were conducted.
Introduction of those present included new members Tom Lampa and James Aaron.
Presentation was given by guest speaker Ramona K. Crivello, Community Relations Director for Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home. She is available Mon/Wed/Fri on Kona side to veterans and their spouses to help with any questions you may have (808) 896-7172 or ramona.crivello@avalonhealthcare.com.
Roll call by Adjutant: Cdr Jim Hussey excused (on the mainland), Chaplain absent, Historian open.
Motion made to approve March meeting minutes made by David Carlson and seconded by Jim Traxler, passed.
Financial report by Dick Scritchfield showed a balance of $5993.68. Motion to approve report made by David Carlson, seconded by Susan Bickell, passed.
Membership report by Antonio Gaspar indicated that we have 110 members, plus one new one today. We need 113 members by April 15th to achieve post excellence (we have a few pending new member forms to process yet). We had 10 new members this past month.
To obtain a copy of your DD214 you can request online at www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records or print out SF 180 (www.archives.gov/files/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf and mail. You can get mailing addresses from Antonio or Susan.
Susan Bickell reported that the concert had good reviews from those in attendance, however, possibly due to the new venue and specific target audience, the attendance did not make the orchestra a profit. It did, however, bring to the public’s attention more information about the American Legion.
Jim Traxler reported that the VA center project is still going forward and being worked on by the West Hawaii Veterans Council.
David Carlson reported he met with Brian Schotz and Maisie Hirono while on his trip to Washington, and they are both working on veteran’s issues in line with the American Legion.
Antonio asked for volunteers to attend veterans funeral April 11 at noon at the West Hawaii Veteran Cemetery, and on April 14 at 9am meet at the McDonalds for a funeral to be held up north.
Nominations of officers for next term were suspended until the Commander returns.
ROTC awards at Kealakehe will be May 1 at 5pm, and at Konawaena May 11 at 5:30. Antonio encourages attendance; he will be there to give out awards.
David Carlson made a motion to 1) give each ROTC awardee $100, to give the department needed funds (they have $80 presently) of $2000, and to give the auxiliary $1000. These are normally what we give each of these every year. Motion seconded by Jim Traxler, passed,
Upcoming Events: Adopt a Highway is on April 13 from 6-8am, Experience PTA Day April 18 from 0900-1300, election of new officer May 8 (next meeting), Memorial Day May 27, Kamehameha Day parade June 8, Independence Day parade July 4, Department convention June 20 and 21, Old Soldier reunion Sep 20 at KMC, application deadline is June 30.
Closing prayer, closing POW/MIA ceremony, salute to the flag conducted.
Meeting adjourned at 5pm, next meeting is May 8th at 4pm.

Susan Bickell, Adjutant


