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Meeting opened at 3:55pm by Cdr. Rico Paqcatang, with 15 in attendance.
Salute to the flag, opening prayer, MIA/POW opening ceremony, Pledge of Allegiance, AL preamble, and singing of “America, the Beautiful” were conducted.
Roll call by Adjutant: all officers present less Historian.
Guest speakers: Dr. Mary Warren and Dr. Cathy Hammond. They presented their three-day event in May: “StandDown” for veterans; including services such as haircuts, clothing, art supplies, food, etc. with live music. They are looking for both ideas to help and volunteer organizations to come in. There was discussion on how to reach the homeless vets and bring them in, such as transportation possibilities and personal outreach. All veterans are invited.
New members in attendance: Chris Cusack and Bob Rattz.
Minutes: motion made by Dave Carlson to accept, seconded by Dick Scritchfield, passed.
Finance report by Dick Scritchfield: he went over December and January finances. Money on hand as of today is $4271.81 with $1984.52 of that reserved for building fund. Motion made to accept report by Jim Traxler and seconded by Jim Hussey, passed.
Committee reports
District/Antonio Gaspar. December 7 police call netted 17 bags of trash. Next police call is February 15, 2020 from 6-8am.  Membership shows 114 paid to date with 31 unpaid (who are now delinquent and will be suspended as of February 1, 2020), showing a total of 88% paid. He reminded us we need 100% membership paid for both post and auxiliary to get the family ribbon. The post excellence award requires 103% membership, 90% member renewal, community activities, memorial work, and an on-time Consolidated Post Report. Sons of American Legion now has 10 members and they have their certificate of charter, which we have framed and will hang. They will need officers appointed; motion made by Antonio to have all legion officers be on the advisory committee for the Sons of American Legion, seconded by Shane Gardner, passed.
Homelss/Rex Corpus. No update.
Building/Jim Traxler. Update on A/C is it will be fixed in the next 2 weeks (this is the A/C for the restaurant)
Golf/Jim Hussey. Certificates are coming in from other golf courses for prizes/auction. We have 11 sponsors so far and 22 paid players, plus numerous donations of goods/services. Volunteers are needed to set up the day of the tournament and to man the tables.
New Business
Valentines Day dinner/dance has been suggested, sponsored by the American Legion and Privateers Cove. It will be open to all. We will need volunteers for a chairman and committee members. Kalani Hamm noted that the auxiliary  is celebrating its 100 year anniversary this year (11/20/20)  and this would be a good event to recognize that.
West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery Association has received a $100,000.00 donation from Dr. Bachan. They are looking for requests from veterans organizations as to what may be needed. One suggestion was equipment for honor guard.  
Birthdays: Antonio Gaspar 1-9,  Katherine Meyer 12-7, Troy Tartaglia 12-25, Peter Weber 12-4, James Arant 12-28, Ricardo Caizada 12-12, Donald Cashiar 12-29, John Dunne 12-14, Leslie Higgins 12-9, Paul Kelly 12-26.
Closing prayer, closing MIA/POW ceremony and salute to the flag conducted.
Meeting adjourned at 5:24pm. Next meeting Wednesday, February 12th at 4:00pm.


Susan Bickell, Adjutant
image1.jpg
American Legion Kona Post 20
P. O. Box 4706 Kailua-Kona, HI 96745

Ellison Onizuka Post
Chartered Dec. 26, 1939




