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American Legion monthly meeting
FEB 9, 2022

Meeting opened at 4:00 by Susan Bickell, Commander.
Salute, Prayer, POW/MIA Opening ceremony, Pledge of Allegiance, AL Preamble, America the Beautiful.
Roll call by 2nd Vice:
Present: Susan Bickell, Commander             Rico Pacatang, 1st Vice
                Jim Traxler,2nd Vice                          Antonio Gaspar, Judge Advocate
                David Carlson, Alt NEC                     Rex Corpus, Sgt at Arms
                Jim Hussey, Historian                        Alex Okimoto, Chaplain
                Vacant, Adjutant                                Nestorio Domingo, Treasurer
Guests: Don Castello and Mary Biron from Dept of Illinois. They presented an American Legion license plate as a gift to Post 20.
Motion to approve January 12, 2022, minutes with changes by John Ferris and seconded by Dave Rex Corpus. Motion approved.
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report by John Ferris and seconded by Jim Hussey. Motion approved with an ending balance of $17,471.29 subject to audit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
     District IV Hawaii Report for the 5 February 22 Meeting.  Antonio Gaspar Highlighted several items. (1) The Post 20 Christmas Party was well attended, good entertainment, and a good time for all. (2) On 4 January Antonio attended his confirmation hearing to the County Veterans Advisory Committee (VAC) and requests issues be submitted to him for County action. (3) He also reported on the last Adopt the Highway effort on29 January. The next pick-up date is March 12th, 6:00-8:00 AM.
       Jim Traxler reported that he asked that the inoperable defibrillator, solar panels, and the need for a toilet behind the committal shelter be addressed at the Cemetery Association meeting. However, the County had no representation at the meeting. Antonio will use the VAC to help with this request.
        Membership is presently 89 members paid and 34 members unpaid. Members not paid are suspended until they pay dues. There was discussion about Post 20 paying dues for some members that might have a need for help. Susan said she will be using post cards as another method to contact members and collect dues.
       Golf Tournament- Jim Hussey reported on the successful Golf Tournament on January 30th. The gross receipts were over $13,000 and the profit is approximately $9,000.00. He expressed his thanks to all that participated or helped at the Tournament. A special thanks from all to Paul Kelly and Jim Hussey.
       Homeless Program -Jim Traxler presented a draft letter forwarding the $1,000 allocated for the Homeless program to Hope Services Hawaii. This program is called Supportive Services for Veterans Families (SSVF). This money will be used to support individuals and families in the Kona area. It was agreed this met the intent originally agreed upon.
       Building Report- Jim had no updates.
OLD BUSINESS:
     RVN Memorial- Mel provided an update to the RVN Memorial project for the West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery. The estimated total cost is presently estimated to be $43K to include design, materials and construction. Ron Han at OVS, has been personally involved in helping this project move forward.  Mel briefed the project to the West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery Development and Expansion Association (WHVCDEA) on February 2nd.                         
NEW BUSINESS:
        Susan requested money be transferred to savings: $1,000 for Department Oratorical, $2,000 for Vietnam Memorial, $400 for JROTC awards, $3,000 for next years golf tournament, $500 for JROTC summer camp T-shirts, $50 for West Hawaii Veterans Council dues. A Motion was made by John Ferris and seconded by Dave Carlson. Motion was approved.
      Coming up: Kamehameha Day Parade-June 11, Flag Day-June 14, Memorial Day-May 30, VFW golf tournament-May 28. Memorial for Pat Pastor on Friday at 0900 at the West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery.   
     
BIRTHDAYS: Rosemary Eller 2-6, Tim Brady 2-10, Daniel Malakie 2-12, Edwin Ueda 2-14, Peter Lindsey 2-16, Peter Callahan 2-25, Russel Faust, 2-28.

Closing prayer, POW/MIA Closing ceremony, Salute
ADJOURN 4:55PM, next meeting March 9, 2022.

Submitted by Jim Traxler, 2nd Vice Commander
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