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American Legion monthly meeting
January 10, 2024

Meeting opened at 3:55 by Susan Bickell, Commander.
Salute, Invocation, POW/MIA Opening ceremony, Pledge of Allegiance, AL Preamble.
Roll call by Adjutant, Antonio Gaspar:
Present: Susan Bickell, Commander           
               Rico Pacatang, 2nd Vice                    Antonio Gaspar, Adj/Judge Advocate                                                          
               Jim Hussey, Historian                       Nestorio Domingo, Treasurer         
   Rex Corpus, Sgt at Arms 	        Dave Carlson, Alt NEC     
              Alex Okimoto, Chaplain
 Absent: Jim Traxler, 2nd Vice
Guest: None
Motion to approve November Minutes by Dick Scritchfield and seconded by Paul Kelley. Motion approved.
Motion to approve the Finance Officer’s Report, subject to audit, by Paul Kelley. Seconded by John Ferris. Balance as of January 10th is $3,826.72.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
District IV Hawaii Report:  Antonio Gaspar announced that the next “Adopt the Highway” clean-up will be on Saturday, February 10 January 14th, 6:00-8:00 AM. Antonio reported that as of this date Post 28 had 28 unpaid members.  97 paid members is 79% with required percentage should be 80%.  He requested members reach out to unpaid members from roster he provided. Antonio then covered the monthly activities for the post through July 2024.
HOMELESS PROGRAM: No report. 
BUILDING/OPERATIONS: Commander Bickell reviewed meeting facilities and continued use of Ekahi Loft or other options.  After discussion membership voted to continue current option.                 
HONOR GUARD: Rico reported on current requirements (3 scheduled for January and 3 for February) and led a short discussion on alternative uniform for inclement weather events.                   
OLD BUSINESS:
Special Events/Activities: Jim Hussey gave an update on the “Wall that Heals” exhibit in Hilo, 22 through 28 February.  A 15 passenger van will be available from West Hawaii to Hilo  
Jim Hussey also gave an update on the Post 20 Golf Tournament.  The date of the tournament has been changed from January 28 to February 4.
Oratorical Contest. Jim mentioned that all Westside schools were notified of the competition and we await responses on participants. 
Jim also covered American Legion conventions.  The Department session is scheduled for June 13-14 in Honolulu and the National Convention is slated for August 23-29 in New Orleans.
NEW BUSINESS:
There was a discussion about new Post 20 officers’ nomination and election in the coming months.  
 BIRTHDAYS: 1/9 Antonio Gaspar, 1/16 Rudy Ai, Michael Damico, 1/18 Harvey Scott, Patrick Ward, 1/23 Phil Heavenston, 1/24 Steve Miller.
Benediction, POW/MIA Closing ceremony, Salute
ADJOURN 4:58 PM.  Next meeting 1600 February 14, 2024, Ekahi Loft
Submitted by Alex Okimoto, Chaplain
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